R
Tian Gang

JEZ X

REE SIS

THE HOEDOWN OF YANDSNG

For clarinet and piano
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The Hoedown of Yandang for clarinet and piano, is composed based on motivic materials
taken from folk songs sang in Yueqing, a city in Zhejiang Province. Legend has it that Crown
Prince Jin, the son of King Ling of Zhou, is able to ride on cranes and used to fly to Yueqing and
play Xiao (a Chinese instrument that is similar to recorder). In Chinese, Yueqing (4%/%) means
elegant, clean and pure music, which refers to the music played by Crown Prince Jin, such that
Yueqing is one of the few cities’ names that are deeply correlate with music. With its reputation
as “the foremost mountain of the Southwest”, the famous Yandang Mountain is located in
Yueqing and has become a symbolic landscape of the latter.

The piece uses open, unimpeded as well as rhythmic melodies to depict the singular natural
sceneries of Yandang Mountain and the unpretentiousness of Yueqing people, with expressions
of the latter’s satisfactions and praises of their happy lives.
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